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Office of the Secretary of Defense § 217.3 

PART 217—SERVICE ACADEMIES 

Sec. 
217.1 Purpose. 
217.2 Applicability. 
217.3 Definitions. 
217.4 Policy. 
217.5 Responsibilities. 
217.6 Procedures. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 217—APPLICANT BRIEF-
ING ITEM ON SEPARATION POLICY 

AUTHORITY: 10 U.S.C. Chapters 403, 603, and 
903. 

SOURCE: 80 FR 81760, Dec. 31, 2015, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 217.1 Purpose. 
This part establishes policy, assigns 

responsibilities, and prescribes proce-
dures for DoD oversight of the Service 
academies (referred to in this part as 
‘‘the academies’’). 

§ 217.2 Applicability. 
This part applies to Office of the Sec-

retary of Defense, the Military Depart-
ments, the Office of the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Joint 
Staff, the combatant commands, the 
Office of the Inspector General of the 
Department of Defense (IG DoD), the 
Defense Agencies, the DoD Field Ac-
tivities, and all other organizational 
entities within the DoD (referred to 
collectively in this part as the ‘‘DoD 
Components’’). 

§ 217.3 Definitions. 
These terms and their definitions are 

for the purposes of this part. 
Academic year. The time period begin-

ning the first day of the fall semester 
and ending on the last day of the 
spring semester. 

Academy(ies). The U.S. Military, the 
U.S. Naval, and the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. 

Academy preparatory schools. Postsec-
ondary educational institutions oper-
ated by each of the Military Depart-
ments to provide enhanced opportuni-
ties for selected candidates to be ap-
pointed to the academies. 

Active duty lists. A single list of cer-
tain officers serving on active duty. Of-
ficers are carried on the active duty 
list of the Military Service of which 
they are members in order of seniority. 

(See 10 U.S.C. 620 for additional infor-
mation.) 

Active duty service obligation. A com-
mitment of active military service for 
a specified period of time. 

Agreement. The agreement signed by 
a U.S. cadet or midshipman in accord-
ance with 10 U.S.C. 2005, 4348(a), 6959(a), 
or 9348(a). 

Appointment. U.S. applicants who are 
selected for admission to the acad-
emies are appointed by the President 
as cadets or midshipmen. Those U.S. 
cadets and midshipmen who complete 
the course of instruction at an acad-
emy may be appointed as a commis-
sioned officer in a Military Service. 
Foreign students admitted to the acad-
emies for a course of study pursuant to 
10 U.S.C. chapters 403, 603, and 903 and 
this part, are not formally appointed as 
cadets or midshipmen. 

Boards of Visitors. Boards that visit 
the academies annually and provide a 
report to the President of their views 
and recommendations about the acad-
emies. 10 U.S.C. chapters 403, 603, and 
903 define the composition and purpose 
of those boards. 

Cadets and midshipmen. U.S. citizens 
having been appointed to one of the 
academies and having taken the oath 
as cadets or midshipmen. Although not 
eligible for a formal appointment, for-
eign students admitted to the acad-
emies for a course of study will be 
called cadets and midshipmen and will 
be accountable to policies and proce-
dures that govern attendance and will 
receive all emoluments commensurate 
with a U.S. citizen cadet or mid-
shipman. Foreign students will not 
take the oath of office, are at no time 
considered to be serving on active duty 
in the Military Services, and will not 
be eligible for nor offered a commission 
in a Military Service upon satisfactory 
completion of their academy course of 
study nor be eligible to be called to ac-
tive duty if disenrolled. 

Cost of education. Those costs attrib-
utable directly to educating a person 
at an academy under regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Mili-
tary Department concerned and ap-
proved by the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Manpower and Reserve Af-
fairs (ASD(M&RA)) and Under Sec-
retary of Defense (Comptroller)/Chief 
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